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SUBJECT: DUTCH FIRST CHAMBER ELECTIONS 

1 . ELECTIONS WERE HELD ON JULY 6 FOR HALF OF THE 75 
SEATS IN THE FIRST CHAMBER OF THE DUTCH BI-CAMERAL LEGIS- 
LATURE. FIRST CHAMBER ELECTIONS WERE SOMETHING OE AN 
ANTI-CLIMAX, AS ITS MEMBERS WERE CHOSEN BY THE PROVINCIAL 
COUNCILS FROM EACH OF THE ELEVEN DUTCH PROVINCES WHO 
THEMSELVES HAD BEEN ELECTED IN 1974. 

2. THE FIRST CHAMBER SHOWED A GAIN OE EOUR SEATS FOR 
THE LABOR PARTY (PVDA), A GAIN OP THREE SEATS POR THE 
LIBERAL PARTY (VVD), A LOSS OF FIVE SEATS POR THE 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS (CDA), AND A LOSS OF ALL THREE SEATS 
FOR D66. THESE RESULTS REELECT EXACTLY THE RELATIVE 
GAINS AND LOSSES OF THE MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES DURING 
THE 1974 PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS. 

3. THE FIRST CHAMBER OF THE DUTCH PARLIAMENT HAS 
SEVERELY LIMITED POWERS; THOSE POWERS THAT EXIST ON 
PAPER, SUCH AS THE RIGHT TO ACT ON ALL LEGISLATION BEPORE 
IT BECOMES LAW, ARE SELDOM EXERCISED. MANY OP THE 
FIRST CHAMBER’S MEMBERS ARE ONCE-PROMINENT POLITICAL 
FIGURES WHO ARE EITHER IN A GRADUAL POLITICAL WANTE OR 
WHO ARE MOMENTARILY OUT OF THE POLITICAL MAINSTREAM. 
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THE FIRST CHAMBER AMY WELL BE FACING THE SAME POLITICAL 
FATE AS BRITAIN'S HOUSE OF LORDS OR EVEN, IF THE PARTY 
PLATFORM OF THE DUTCH LABOR PARTY IS IMPLEMENTED, 

ABOLISHED. 
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